
All information taken from Creating Young Writers
By: Vicki Spandel 

Ideas o I understood your message perfectly
o You wrote more than one sentence on the same 

topic.  That’s what I call focused.
o I can picture your dog perfectly.  You painted a 

picture for me with your details.
o Are there really dogs that do not bark?  I did not 

know that!  I learned something from your paper.
o I love this topic.  Where did you get your idea?

Organization o I could follow this from beginning to end.  I never felt 
lost!

o You started with one topic-mosquitoes-and you stayed 
with it through the whole paper.  That’s what I call 
being focused.

o This ending was a real surprise. Surprises make 
writing interesting.

o I noticed you used a word here-meanwhile-to connect 
ideas.  Word bridges like this really help me as a 
reader.

o I like the way you started your paper, helping me 
picture the turtle.  That was a good lead.

o You began with a problem-the short recess- and then 
you came up with a solution-having recess instead of 
lunch.  That’s a good way to organize information.

Voice o I loved reading this.  I read it twice.  That’s voice.
o I could really tell how you felt when your dog ran 

away.
o I had to read this aloud. Then I could really hear 

your voice.
o You write like you mean it.  I like that.
o You write as if you care how the reader feels.
o I can tell you care about his topic and you want me 

to care, too.
o This sounded like you and no one else.  That’s a 

sign of voice.
o This moment right here (point it out) really caught 

my attention.

Word Choice o This is the perfect word-slimy.  I can feel that 
myself!

o Right here you said, “I raced home.”  Raced is a 
powerful verb.  It has energy.

o Your word choice-creepy, scary-really gives your 
paper voice.

o I think this word-delicate-is a new one for you.  I 
love it when you use a word you haven’t used 
before.

o Every word you used made sense to me and 
helped me understand your message.

o You write as if you love words.
o I hope you put zoom in your personal dictionary.  I 

like it.

Sentence 
Fluency

o You are using sentences in your writing.  This is 
exciting!

o I notice that you are writing several sentences and 
not just one – terrific!

o Did you notice that you began this sentence in a 
different way?  I love variety.

o I noticed you have some long sentences and 
some short sentences. This gives rhythm to your 
writing.

o I love this sound of this when I read it aloud.  Did 
you read it aloud?

o You used some dialogue here.  It’s fun to hear 
your characters speak.

o This dialogue sounds so real.  It helped me get 
inside the characters’ heads.

Conventions o I see you have discovered periods (or whatever).  
Terrific!

o You knew this was a question-and used a question 
mark,

o It is so helpful when you put a title on your paper.  
Then I have a clue about your topic.

o I’m glad you remembered to put your name on 
your paper.

o I see that you used parentheses here.  Tell me 
why.

o How did you know to use a comma (or other 
punctuation) here?

o This is so close to the correct spelling.  Would you 
like to see how close you came?

o You have spaces between all your words now.  
That really helps your reader.  

o You used this word five times and spelled it right 
every time.  Is this in your personal dictionary?

o I see that you used an exclamation point to show 
some strong feelings here.
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